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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL


FOR


Blood Culture Analyzer Equipment, Supplies and Services


RFP Number & Title:			PHSA 19302

RFP Issued:				October 6, 2026

Deadline for Questions and Inquiries: 	November 3, 2026

RFP Closing Time & Date:		November 16, 2026 at 02:00 p.m, PST

Proposal Submission Link:   https://phsa.bonfirehub.ca/opportunities/111968 
                    Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity Reference # PHSA 19302
 
Proponent Registration Link: phsa.bonfirehub.ca


Contact Person:		Tulip Nunez
			Phone Number: 604-297-9274
			Email Address: tulip.nunez@phsa.ca 

Approved By:                 Ranjani Srinivasan, Procurement Team Lead Lab and MI
                                       Provincial Health Services Authority


  ALL INQUIRIES MUST BE SUBMITTED IN THE EUNA PROCUREMENT (BONFIRE) PROJECT 
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[bookmark: ScheduleTOC][bookmark: ScheduleTableOfContents]
[bookmark: _Toc465691453][bookmark: _Toc147396642][bookmark: _Toc242180431][bookmark: _Ref355267902][bookmark: _Toc373508052]RFP OVERVIEW
[bookmark: _Toc465691454][bookmark: _Ref466029894][bookmark: _Ref466030047][bookmark: _Ref466030063][bookmark: _Toc147396643][bookmark: _Toc242180432]RFP Objective(s)
[bookmark: _Toc373508053][bookmark: _Toc465691455]This RFP is being issued by Provincial Health Services Authority to identify a Proponent to enter into a non-exclusive Contract between a Proponent and the Health Authority, for the supply of the Blood Culture Analyzers Equipment, Supplies and Services described in Appendix G [Specifications] to the Health Authority at their facilities listed in Appendix G [List Of Participating Health Authority Facilities]. 
[bookmark: _Toc147396644][bookmark: _Toc242180433]Scope
PHSA invites proposals from qualified parties for the supply of the Blood Culture Analyzer Equipment, Supplies and Services to the Health Authorities in accordance with the specifications and requirements set out in this RFP.
Proponents should provide fixed pricing for a Contract term of 1 year including any extensions permitted under the Contract.  Proponents should identify the components of the included Equipment in the base price. 
Unless otherwise stated in this RFP, all statistical information is estimated. PHSA reserves the right to alter the RFP by adding or deleting service delivery requirements/levels as required by the Health Authorities.
[bookmark: _Toc373508054][bookmark: _Toc465691456][bookmark: _Ref466029504][bookmark: _Toc147396645][bookmark: _Toc242180434][bookmark: _Ref355267883][bookmark: _Ref355267890]Estimated Timelines
The following timetable outlines the anticipated schedule for this RFP, the Competitive Selection Process and the Contract process. The schedule provided is for information only. Timing and sequence of events may vary and PHSA will ultimately determine the timing and sequence of events. 
	EVENT
	ANTICIPATED DATE

	RFP Issued
	Oct 6, 2026

	Inquiries and questions submitted by
	November 3, 2026

	RFP Closing Time & Date
	Nov 16, 2026

	Select Rated Proponent
	Dec 14, 2026

	Contract finalization and commencement
	Dec 24, 2026


[bookmark: _Toc147396646][bookmark: _Toc242180435][bookmark: _Toc373508055][bookmark: _Toc465691457]Role of Provincial Health Services Authority 
This RFP is issued by Provincial Health Services Authority (“PHSA”) a society continued under the Societies Act (British Columbia). For information on the Health Authorities, please visit the following sites: 
(a) http://www.phsa.ca 
[bookmark: _Toc373508056][bookmark: _Toc465691458][bookmark: _Ref466028931][bookmark: _Ref466030022][bookmark: _Ref466030029][bookmark: _Toc147396647][bookmark: _Toc242180436]New West Partnership Trade Agreement (NWPTA)
Effective July 1, 2010, the Trade, Investment and Labour Mobility Agreement was expanded to become the New West Partnership Trade Agreement between British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba (“NWPTA”).  The NWPTA requires that government and public entities remove impediments across all economic sectors and that government standards and regulations not restrict or impair trade, investment or labour mobility between the three Provinces.  Accordingly, the Contract will be considered a “contract framework” for health authorities, hospitals and health care facilities and agencies in the Provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba (“NWPTA Facilities”). Proponent should note that the Contract requires the Supplier to sell the Equipment to NWPTA Facilities on substantially the same terms contained in the Contract, including pricing, if any one or more of the NWPTA Facilities elect, in their sole discretion, to make any such purchase from the Supplier.  
[bookmark: _Toc465691459][bookmark: _Ref466030040][bookmark: _Toc147396648][bookmark: _Toc242180437]Extension of Contract to Other Health Authorities and Facilities
Proponent should note that the Contract permits the Health Authorities to extend the Contract and the right to purchase the Equipment, under the same price, terms and conditions, to any of the participating Health Authorities’ hospitals, facilities or health care agencies (present or future) for which they are or may in the future be responsible or with which they are or may in the future be affiliated, or to any other Health Authority in British Columbia, including the hospitals, health care agencies or facilities of any such other Health Authority, which may not have participated in this RFP process (the “Other Facilities”).
[bookmark: _Toc465691460][bookmark: _Toc147396649][bookmark: _Toc242180438]Disclosure of Documents to NWPTA Facilities or Other Facilities
PHSA may provide to any of the NWPTA Facilities and Other Facilities all or any part of the results of the evaluation of Proposals (including any reports or investigations), the terms and conditions of any Contract and any other information related to this RFP that PHSA, in its discretion, determines should be shared with any of the NWPTA Facilities or Other Facilities.
[bookmark: _Toc465691461][bookmark: _Toc147396650][bookmark: _Toc242180439]PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS
[bookmark: _Ref466030724][bookmark: _Toc147396651][bookmark: _Toc242180440][bookmark: _Toc373508058][bookmark: _Toc465691462]Proposal Format and Instructions 
The format, sequence, and requirements documented in this Section of the RFP should be followed in order to provide consistency and ensure each Proposal receives full consideration. Additional details may be referred to and provided as additional appendices if required.  
The Proponent should also upload a formal letter of introduction within the requested information section on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity.
[bookmark: _Toc465691463][bookmark: _Ref466029682][bookmark: _Ref466030668][bookmark: _Toc147396652][bookmark: _Toc242180441]Acceptance of Contract Legal Terms and Conditions 
The Rated Proponent will be invited to enter into a Contract substantially in the form attached in Appendix A [Draft Contract].  PHSA intends to execute a Contract with the Rated Proponent within 60 days after completion of the Proposal evaluations. In the interests of reaching agreement in the shortest reasonable time period, Proponents should list in their Proposals any provisions of the Contract that are unacceptable to the Proponent or which, in the Proponent’s view, do not provide good “value for money” to the Health Authorities and which the Proponent would request to be deleted or amended (accompanied by a blackline of the applicable Contract section(s) highlighting the requested modification(s)).  Proponents are strongly encouraged to limit any requested modifications to those that are strictly necessary, such as delivery terms and delivery timelines, dates, time periods, percentages and other such values, typographical errors and provisions that the Proponent believes are unclear. Proponents should provide the rationale for any requested modifications via an inline comment. PHSA will only negotiate modifications included at time of submission with the rationale. No additional modifications will be accepted after submissions. Modifications without rationale will revert to the original language. 
[bookmark: _Toc373508061][bookmark: _Toc465691465][bookmark: _Toc147321765][bookmark: _Toc147322110][bookmark: _Toc147322177]Proponents should take note of Section 4.2(i) of this RFP, which allows PHSA to reject any Proposal that contains omissions, exceptions or variations not acceptable to, or material to, the Health Authorities. 
[bookmark: _MON_1431419799][bookmark: _MON_1431420217][bookmark: _MON_1431420223][bookmark: _MON_1431422397][bookmark: _MON_1431423038][bookmark: _MON_1431420227][bookmark: _MON_1431420232][bookmark: _MON_1431420261][bookmark: _MON_1431422405][bookmark: _MON_1431423053][bookmark: _MON_1431423155][bookmark: _MON_1431420236][bookmark: _MON_1431420243][bookmark: _MON_1431422417][bookmark: _MON_1431423186][bookmark: _MON_1431420282][bookmark: _MON_1431420294][bookmark: _MON_1431420393][bookmark: _MON_1431422436][bookmark: _MON_1431422451][bookmark: _MON_1431420400][bookmark: _MON_1431422458][bookmark: _MON_1431422463][bookmark: _MON_1431423218][bookmark: _MON_1431420412][bookmark: _MON_1431422473][bookmark: _Toc242180442][bookmark: _Ref355860720]Supplier Code of Conduct
Section 7.4 of the Contract requires the Supplier to comply with and meet the requirements of the Supplier Code of Conduct Declaration and Acknowledgement Form.
 
The Supplier Code of Conduct Declaration and Acknowledgment Form can be found on the Procurement & Supply Chain Contract Lifecycle Management Solution (CLMS).  If you are not yet registered for the CLMS please contact vendorliaison.supplychain@phsa.ca.  
[bookmark: _Ref466030700][bookmark: _Toc147396659][bookmark: _Toc242180443][bookmark: _Toc373508060][bookmark: _Toc465691464]Specifications 
Proponents should include in their Proposals fully completed schedules and questionnaires as set out under Appendix H [Specifications] in the format provided. 
[bookmark: _Toc373508068][bookmark: _Toc465691472][bookmark: _Ref466029665][bookmark: _Ref466030710][bookmark: _Toc147396660][bookmark: _Toc242180444]Value-Adds
PHSA will in its sole discretion determine the allocation of Value-Adds among the Health Authorities. This is to ensure that Value-Adds received are appropriate, fill a need, deliver value and do not result in additional costs.  Value-Adds proposed by Proponents will be converted to reduced pricing where possible. Value-Adds may remain directed and not converted to reduced pricing when:
(a) the proposed Value-Add aligns with previously determined priorities of the Health Authority to which the Value-Add is directed;
(b) the proposed Value-Add defers Health Authority expenditures that would have otherwise been funded by the Health Authority; and
(c) conversion to reduced pricing is either not possible or results in lower overall value to the provincial health system. 
Value-Adds, offered as a result of a provincial contract, are considered as provincial resources and PHSA reserves the right to negotiate all such Value-Adds. All Value-Adds will be routed through PHSA and not delivered directly to departments/sites. All Value-Adds will be declared, be visible and be accounted for.
[bookmark: _MON_1431420449][bookmark: _MON_1431422486][bookmark: _Ref466030745][bookmark: _Ref466030758][bookmark: _Ref466030768][bookmark: _Toc147396661][bookmark: _Toc242180445][bookmark: _Ref355272116][bookmark: _Toc373508069][bookmark: _Toc465691473]Pricing 
PHSA requires pricing which will enable it to calculate the Total Cost for the duration of the Contract.  The pricing sheet(s) in Appendix I [Pricing] on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity should be completed by the Proponent according to the requirements set forth therein and the following: 
1. Proponents should complete Appendix I [Pricing] in the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity according to the requirements set out below:
a) Prices should be proposed in Canadian dollars. PHSA reserves the right to reject a Proposal that contains any prices in any other currency. Proposals that are not rejected pursuant to this Section will be deemed to be submitted in Canadian dollars based on the applicable exchange rate as of the RFP Closing Time & Date, as determined by PHSA or a forward exchange rate reflective of the term of the anticipated contract as a form of sensitivity analysis. If a forward exchange rate is used, it will be from a publicly available source (for example, but without limitation, see:http://www.rbc.com/economics/economic-reports/pdf/financial-markets/fmd.pdf). PHSA will in its discretion conduct such sensitivity analysis in a manner it determines is most appropriate for the procurement being undertaken.
b) All costs should be included in the proposed prices, excluding any federal taxes, Goods & Services Tax (/GST) and BC Provincial Sales Tax (PST) where applicable.  Indicate GST and PST status for each line item separately.
c) Subject to Section 3.5 of this RFP and the terms of the Contract, any prices submitted will be deemed to be firm for the duration of the term of the Contract, including any extension under the Contract. 
d) For delivery of the Equipment, Supplies and Services prices should be based on delivery DDP (Incoterms 2010) the Health Authority's receiving dock and includes freight, delivery, duty paid, insurance, packaging, crating and unloading costs. 
e) If there are any pricing extension errors, the unit price will apply.
2. Proponents should state preferred payment terms in their Proposals.  Proponents should also describe any discounts for early payment and method of payment Electronic Data Interchange or Electronic Funds Transfer transactions or any form of E-commerce (to be specified by Proponent) available to the Health Authorities. Proponents should identify any additional pricing strategies that would benefit the Health Authorities.
3. [bookmark: _Ref465370580]Proponents should propose prices at list cost(s) and show discounts for additional volume and final Health Authorities cost(s). 
4. Proponents should include any additional charges or surcharges that the Health Authorities could incur which are over and above the proposed prices.
5. Appendix I [Pricing] requests pricing for various tiers of business and PHSA reserves the right to select appropriate tiers of pricing during the term of the Contract based on the requirements of the Health Authorities.
6. If a Rated Proponent is selected and the Rated Proponent begins the delivery of the Equipment prior to the execution of the Contract, any new Contract pricing agreed upon between PHSA and the Rated Proponent will be effective retroactively to the date on which the Rated Proponent commenced such delivery, notwithstanding the date the Contract is executed. 
[bookmark: _Toc147396662][bookmark: _Toc242180446][bookmark: _Toc465691474][bookmark: _Toc373508070]Availability 
Blood Analyzer Equipment, Supplies and Services offered by the Proponent should be available in sufficient supply to meet the RFP requirements at the time of Contract commencement. Proposals should clearly identify any Equipment, Supplies and Services software functionality or service which will not be available at such time. All quantities specified in this RFP are approximate and are based on annual estimated requirements. Actual quantities are subject to change.
[bookmark: _Toc373508072][bookmark: _Toc465691476][bookmark: _Toc147396663][bookmark: _Toc242180447]Alternate Options or Innovative Solutions
Proponents may expand their Proposals to detail additional features, performance characteristics or innovative or creative options available beyond those requested, together with pricing information, provided the product or service offered at least meets the specifications listed in this RFP. 
Proponents quoting on goods and services with specifications different from those listed in this RFP, including those which are considered functionally equivalent, should provide a specification sheet and/or equipment data sheets which identify and document any variations from the specifications in this RFP.  Descriptive literature accompanying Proposals is not considered adequate information indicating variance from the specifications. Proponents should be able to articulate the functional equivalency. Acceptance of this equivalency will be in the sole discretion of PHSA. 
Any alternative, innovative or creative solutions being offered should be clearly identified and in a separate section within the main Proposal and should follow the same format as the main Proposal. Descriptive literature accompanying Proposals is not considered adequate information indicating variance from the specifications. 
PHSA reserves the right to use in its analysis of the Proposal any benefits from any overarching corporate agreements concluded by any of the Proponents prior to the issued of this RFP. If a Proponent that does not have a corporate agreement in place prior to the issue of this RFP chooses to enhance during the Competitive Selection Process, the Proponent may reference it in its Proposal as a non-binding option at the sole discretion of PHSA.
[bookmark: _Toc147396664][bookmark: _Toc242180448][bookmark: _Toc373508073][bookmark: _Toc465691477]Sub-Contracting 
All subcontractors and/or partner(s) should be identified and the company background(s) included in the Proposal. This includes a joint submission by two Proponents having no formal corporate links.  Proponents should identify all proposed sub-contractors, including the company name, contact name, phone number, fax number, e-mail address, type of service the sub-contractor will be performing or providing, and the length of time the Proponent has been using the services of the sub-contractor. Proponents may not add, remove or otherwise change any sub-contractor or partners listed in a Proposal without the written consent of PHSA.
In a Proposal submitted by one or more Proponents acting in partnership, one Proponent should be named as the primary Proponent and take overall responsibility for the successful delivery of the Equipment, Supplies & Services as the primary Proponent.
Sub-contracting and partnerships with any entity or individual whose current or past corporate or other interests may, in PHSA`s opinion, give rise to a conflict of interest or unfair advantage in connection with the subject matter of this RFP will not be permitted.
The Proponent named as the primary Proponent will be responsible for the acts and omissions of its sub-contractor(s) and/or partner(s), as well as the Proponent’s own acts and omissions and those of its employees.
Nothing in this RFP creates any contractual relationship between any sub-contractor and/or partner and PHSA or the Health Authorities. All terms and conditions contained in this RFP extend to all sub-contractors and/or partners.
[bookmark: _Toc465691478][bookmark: _Toc147396665][bookmark: _Toc242180449]SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS
[bookmark: _Toc147396666][bookmark: _Toc242180450][bookmark: _Ref355268327][bookmark: _Toc373508075][bookmark: _Toc465691479]General Instructions 
[bookmark: _Hlk169779991][bookmark: _Ref355267967]This procurement is conducted exclusively on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Portal at https://phsa.bonfirehub.ca/opportunities/111968.  To participate in this RFP, Proponents must register on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Portal. During the registration process, Proponents will be prompted to complete and electronically sign the Non-Disclosure/Confidentiality & Waiver Agreement.  The Non-Disclosure/Confidentiality & Waiver Agreement should be signed by an individual who is authorized to sign on behalf of the Proponent. 
Proponents should only communicate to the Contact Person as specifically instructed in this RFP.  All other communication in relation to this RFP up to and including the submission of the Proposal, must be through the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Portal, as described above.
Proponents must submit Proposals by the RFP Closing Time & Date on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity as described on the initial page of this RFP.
Proponents should submit Proposals as per the process outlined in the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) user guide: https://customer.eunasolutions.com/public/s/article/creating-and-uploading-a-submission
Complete package should consist - of Envelope 1 “Non-Financials” and Envelope 2 “Financials”. For more details, refer to Requested Information page on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity. consisting of submission forms, certifications, responses and other materials to form part of a Proposal It is the responsibility of Proponents to review all requirements thoroughly and ensure the content of any Proposal submission made. 
Proponents must ensure they complete all documents in the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity prior to the RFP Closing Time & Date.
Proponents are responsible to ensure their Proposal is received in accordance with the requirements, including but not limited to the submission requirements (e.g. when, where and how Proposals are to be submitted) as specified in this RFP. PHSA is not responsible for incorrect or incomplete Proposals or any submissions in response hereto or received on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Portal. Upon completion of the submission process, Proponents will be directed to their Submission Receipt by the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Portal . The Submission Receipt provides a comprehensive breakdown of all the information included within the received submission (a Submission Receipt will be sent to the Proponent’s Euna Procurement (Bonfire) account email as well). No submission can be made after the RFP Closing Time & Date. 
[bookmark: _Toc147396667][bookmark: _Toc242180451][bookmark: _Toc373508076][bookmark: _Toc465691480]Signed Proposals 
The Proposal should designate the individual who is authorized to negotiate any subsequent Contract on behalf of the Proponent. Appendix B [Acceptance of RFP Terms and Conditions] of the Proposal must be signed by a person authorized to sign on behalf of the Proponent. 
[bookmark: _Toc147396668][bookmark: _Toc242180452][bookmark: _Toc373508077][bookmark: _Toc465691481]No Fax or E-Mail Submission 
Proposals submitted by fax or e-mail will not be accepted.
[bookmark: _Toc373508078][bookmark: _Toc465691482][bookmark: _Toc147396669][bookmark: _Toc242180453]No Public Opening
There will be no public opening of the proposals received unless indicated in this RFP. Proposals will be opened privately by PHSA after the RFP Closing Time & Date. No public announcement of the contents of any proposal will be made at any time.
[bookmark: _Toc373508079][bookmark: _Toc465691483][bookmark: _Ref466029358][bookmark: _Toc147396670][bookmark: _Toc242180454]Open for Acceptance
By submitting a proposal, a Proponent agrees that its proposal, including all prices, will remain fixed and irrevocable for one hundred and eighty (180) days after the RFP Closing Time & Date. 
[bookmark: _Ref355862237][bookmark: _Toc373508080][bookmark: _Toc465691484][bookmark: _Toc147396671][bookmark: _Toc242180455]Questions and Inquiries
All questions and inquiries concerning this RFP, including questions related to discrepancies, omissions, ambiguities and conflicts, should be directed, in the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Project. Information offered from sources other than what is in the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Project with regard to this RFP is not official, may be inaccurate and should not be relied upon in any way, for any purpose.
PHSA may, in its sole discretion, decide not to respond to any inquiry.  To ensure consistency and quality of information, responses to questions relevant to the interpretation of this RFP will be posted in the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Project, without revealing the source of the inquiries. Responses may or may not be in the form of an Addendum. The decision to issue or not issue an Addendum is in the sole discretion of PHSA. 
Any Proponent that initiates any form of discussion with respect to this RFP with any other representative of PHSA, the Health Authorities or a member of the Evaluation Committee for any reason whatsoever may be disqualified from the Competitive Selection Process.
[bookmark: _Toc373508081][bookmark: _Toc465691485][bookmark: _Toc147396672][bookmark: _Toc242180456]Amendments
No Proposal may be amended after the RFP Closing Time & Date for any reason. In the event of pricing extension errors, the unit price will apply. In the event of a numerical discrepancy or error in a proposal, the written number will apply. Proposals may be amended upon written request to the Contact Person before the RFP Closing Time & Date. Telephone communication will not be accepted.
[bookmark: _Ref466029876][bookmark: _Toc147396673][bookmark: _Toc242180457][bookmark: _Ref355269336][bookmark: _Toc373508082][bookmark: _Toc465691486]Addenda 
[bookmark: _Toc373508083]PHSA may in its discretion amend this RFP at any time by issuing an Addendum in the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity.  Addenda are the only means of amending or clarifying this RFP, and no other form of communication whether written or oral, including written responses to questions or inquiries as provided by Section 3.6, will be included in, or in any way amend, this RFP. Only the Contact Person is authorized to amend or clarify this RFP by issuing an Addendum. No other employee or agent of the Health Authorities or any member of the Evaluation Committee is authorized to amend or clarify this RFP. It is the sole responsibility of the Proponent, prior to the RFP Closing Time & Date, to ensure they have received all amendments or revisions pertaining to the RFP.
[bookmark: _Toc242180458]Intent to Bid
Proponents should complete the “Intent to Bid” task on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity. All subsequent information regarding this RFP, including Addenda and/or clarifications, will be posted on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity.  Proponents are responsible to ensure that they have received the complete RFP, as listed in the table of contents of this RFP, plus any Addenda. A submitted Proposal will be deemed to have been prepared on the basis of the entire RFP issued prior to RFP Closing Time & Date. The Health Authorities are not responsible for any Proponent lacking any portion of this RFP.
[bookmark: _Toc147396675][bookmark: _Toc242180459][bookmark: _Toc465691488]Acceptance of RFP Terms and Conditions 
[bookmark: _Toc465691489]Proponents should complete and include the Acceptance of RFP Terms and Conditions (Appendix B) in their Proposals and upload the signed copy to the Appendix B [Acceptance of RFP Terms and Conditions] location on the Requested Information page under documents section of the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity. The submission of a Proposal constitutes agreement by the Proponent that all the terms and conditions of this RFP are accepted by the Proponent and incorporated in its Proposal. 
[bookmark: _Toc242180460]EVALUATION, SELECTION AND AWARD
[bookmark: _Ref466030005][bookmark: _Toc147396677][bookmark: _Toc242180461][bookmark: _Ref355268080][bookmark: _Toc373508086][bookmark: _Toc465691490]Mandatory Requirements 
[bookmark: _Hlk169779956]Proposals that do not comply with the Mandatory Requirements mentioned below will be rejected and excluded from further consideration:
1) Submission prior to RFP Closing Time & Date.
2) Submission of Appendix B [Acceptance of RFP Terms and Conditions] without modifications/additions/deletions.
[bookmark: _Ref466029535][bookmark: _Toc147396678][bookmark: _Toc242180462][bookmark: _Ref355268343][bookmark: _Toc373508087][bookmark: _Toc465691491]Evaluation 
The evaluation of Proposals will be undertaken on behalf of PHSA by the Evaluation Committee.  The Evaluation Committee may consult with others, including other PHSA staff members, staff members of the Purchasers, third party consultants and references, as the Evaluation Committee may in its discretion decide is required. The Evaluation Committee will compare and evaluate the Proposals in accordance with this Section 4.2 to determine the Proposal or the Proposals most advantageous to the Health Authorities. A Proposal will not be evaluated if it has been rejected or if the applicable Proponent has been disqualified in accordance with this RFP.
During the first phase in the two-envelope competitive evaluation process, the Evaluation Committee will evaluate and score Envelope 1 of the Proposal for compliance to the RFP specifications and functionality requirements.  Financial information will not be available to the Evaluation Committee prior to completion of this phase. Proposals that are not acceptable, in the opinion of the Evaluation Committee, with respect to the specification and functionality requirements may in the sole discretion of the Evaluation Committee be rejected.  Proposals that are not so rejected may undergo further evaluation in order to complete an additional in-depth clinical/technical and functional assessment. Proponents will then be invited to present a Vendor Fair in which they will be expected to provide the evaluation committee with the opportunity to assess topics presented in Appendix J – Vendor Fair. Upon completion of this phase, the second phase of the Competitive Selection Process will occur, in which the contents of Envelope 2 will be evaluated and scored.
The following criteria and weightings will be applied in evaluating Proposals.  PHSA reserves the right to, by Addendum, add, delete or modify the weighting of any criterion at any time up to seven days prior to RFP Closing Time & Date. The selection criteria and weighting are as follows:

	SELECTION CRITERIA
	Maximum Points

	ENVELOPE 1 

	General Specifications – including:
Company Background
Supply Chain Management
Quality & Standards
Approach & Methodology
Environmental Requirements
	5

	Clinical/Technical Specifications

	25

	Vendor Fair Evaluations
	30

	ENVELOPE 2

	Total Cost
	30

	Value-Adds
	10

	Total points
	100



In considering a Proponent’s Proposal, the direct and indirect costs and non-monetary impact upon the Health Authorities will be taken into account. The evaluation process will be conducted in the sole discretion of PHSA and the Health Authorities. Except as otherwise set out in this RFP (including Section 1.7), the evaluation of Proposals will remain confidential and the particulars of the evaluation of a Proposal will not be disclosed to any Proponent or third party.
The Evaluation Committee may apply the evaluation criteria on a comparative basis, evaluating the Proposals by comparing one Proponent’s Proposal to another Proponent’s Proposal.
[bookmark: _Ref355267936]In this RFP, “Total Cost” for any Proposal means the total cost based on the Proposal over the expected life of the equipment, calculated as follows:
for each Product, multiply the required quantity of that Product over the term of the Contract multiplied by the unit rate for that Product set out in the Proponent’s Proposal, then add the results obtained for all Products to be supplied under the Contract; and 
for each Service to be supplied, multiply the required frequency of that Service over the term of the Contract by the rate for that Service set out in the Proponent’s Proposal.
for indirect costs, any such costs as may be incurred by the Health Authority over the expected life of the equipment.
The Proposal with the lowest Total Cost will be assigned the maximum points allocated to Total Cost. Each other Proposal will be awarded points proportionately based on their total cost relative to the lowest total cost. 
The Evaluation Committee reserves the right to not complete a detailed evaluation of a Proposal if the Evaluation Committee concludes, having undertaken a preliminary review of the Proposal, that the Proponent or Proposal as compared to all the Proposals is not in contention to be selected. 
PHSA may, in its sole discretion, take any one or more of the following steps, at any time and from time to time, in connection with the review and evaluation, including ranking, of any aspect of a Proposal, including if PHSA considers that any Proposal or any part of a Proposal requires clarification or more complete information, contains defects, alterations, qualifications, omissions, inaccuracies or misstatements, or does not for any reason whatsoever satisfy any requirements of this RFP at any time, or for any other reason that PHSA in its discretion deems appropriate and in the interests of the Health Authorities and this RFP, or either of them:
waive any such defect, ambiguity, alteration, qualification, omission, inaccuracy, misstatement or failure to satisfy, including any non-compliance, and any resulting ineligibility on the part of the Proponent;
independently consider, investigate, research, analyze, request or verify any information or documentation whether or not contained in any Proposal;
independently consider: 
any patient/client satisfaction surveys that are in the possession or control of PHSA or the Health Authorities from previous or existing contracts with the Proponent; and 
the past performance and conduct of the Proponent under previous or existing contracts between the Proponent and PHSA, the Health Authorities or agencies or affiliates of the Health Authorities;
request interviews or presentations with any, all or none of the Proponents to clarify any questions or considerations based on the information included in Proposals during the evaluation process, with such interviews or presentations conducted in the discretion of PHSA, including the time, location, length and agenda for such interviews or presentations;
conduct reference checks with any or all of the references cited in a Proposal and any other persons (including a Proponent’s directors, officers, shareholders or owners and any other person associated with the Proponent as PHSA may require) to verify any and all information regarding:
a Proponent; or 
any statement or claim made by a Proponent in its Proposal, clarifications, interviews or negotiations,
and conduct any background investigations that it considers necessary in the course of the Competitive Selection Process, and rely on and consider any relevant information from such reference checks or background investigations in the evaluation of Proposals;
conduct credit, criminal record, litigation, bankruptcy, taxpayer information and other checks;
not proceed to review and evaluate, or discontinue the evaluation of, any Proposal;
disqualify a Proponent from this RFP; and
[bookmark: _Ref466029152]seek clarification or invite more complete, supplementary, replacement or additional information or documentation from any Proponent or in connection with any Proposal.  PHSA reserves the right to request clarification of any Proposal.  A request for clarification will not entitle a Proponent to revise, resubmit, alter or amend its Proposal.
[bookmark: _DV_C35]Without limiting the foregoing, PHSA may, in its discretion, reject any Proposal: (i) which in the opinion of PHSA is materially incomplete or irregular, (ii) which contains omissions, exceptions or variations (including any modifications, changes or additions to the Contract, other than as provided for in Section 2.2) not acceptable to, or material to, the Health Authorities, (iii) which contains any false or misleading statement, claims or information, or (iv) for which background investigations reveal any false statements, criminal affiliations or activities by a Proponent.
[bookmark: _DV_M322]To enable PHSA to take any one or more of the above-listed steps, PHSA may enter into separate and confidential communications of any kind whatsoever, with any person, including any Proponent. PHSA has no obligation whatsoever to take the same steps, or to enter into the same or any communications in respect of all Proponents and Proposals, or in respect of any Proponent, including the Proponent whose Proposal is the subject of the review or evaluation, as the case may be. 
[bookmark: _DV_M323]The review and evaluation, including the ranking, of any Proposal may rely on, take into account and include any information and documentation, including any clarification, more complete, supplementary and additional or replacement information or documentation, including information and documentation obtained through any of the above-listed investigations, research, analyses, checks, and verifications.
In addition to any other provision of this RFP, Proposals may be evaluated on the basis of advantages and disadvantages to the Health Authorities that might result from or be achieved by dividing up the Blood Analyzer equipment, Supplies and Services and entering into one or more Contracts with one or more Proponents.
[bookmark: _DV_M324][bookmark: _DV_C53][bookmark: _DV_M325][bookmark: _DV_M326]Proponents may not submit any clarifications, information or documentation in respect of the RFP after the RFP Closing Time & Date without the prior written approval of PHSA or without an invitation or request by PHSA.
[bookmark: _DV_M327]If any information, including information as to experience or capacity, contained in a Proposal is not verified to PHSA’s satisfaction, PHSA may, in its discretion, not consider such cited experience, capacity or other information.
PHSA is not bound by industry custom or practice in taking any of the steps listed above, in exercising any of its discretions, in formulating its opinions and considerations, exercising its discretions in making any decisions and determinations, or in discharging its functions under or in connection with this RFP, or in connection with any Proponent, Proposal, or any part of any Proposal.
[bookmark: _Toc373508089][bookmark: _Toc465691492][bookmark: _Toc147396679][bookmark: _Toc242180463]Selection of Rated Proponent and Award
Subject to Sections 4.3(c) and 4.3(d), the Proponent whose Proposal has the highest number of points (being its Total Cost points plus the points assigned to other selection criteria in the evaluation) will be selected as Rated Proponent and PHSA will invite the Rated Proponent to enter into discussions to settle the terms of, finalize and execute the Contract.
Negotiations will take a structured approach as follows: 
PHSA shall review the proposed contract revisions by Proponent(s). Thereafter, PHSA returns annotated redline of the document to the Supplier.
Supplier shall review the comments & amendments from PHSA and return the contract with their response to PHSA within one week. 
Thereafter, PHSA shall schedule a combination of offline and live negotiation sessions to settle the remaining terms of the Contract. The contract should be finalized within the scheduled period.
If for any reason PHSA determines that it is unlikely to reach final agreement with the Rated Proponent or if the Rated Proponent and PHSA do not reach final agreement within 60 days after selection of the Rated Proponent, PHSA may terminate the discussions with the Rated Proponent and proceed in any manner that PHSA may decide is in the best interests of the Health Authorities, including:
inviting one of the other Proponents (who would then be the Rated Proponent) to enter into discussions to settle the terms of the Contract; or
terminating the procurement process entirely.
[bookmark: _Ref466029806]PHSA reserves the right to negotiate the terms of the Proposals submitted with multiple Proponents individually or simultaneously in order to reach contract terms and pricing acceptable to PHSA.  Such negotiations may take place at any time during the Competitive Selection Process and until such time, if any, as a Contract is executed with a Proponent.
The Contract will contain the terms and conditions of the Contract template attached in Appendix A [Draft Contract], those portions of the Rated Proponent’s Proposal acceptable to PHSA (including any clarifications that the Rated Proponent may have provided during the evaluation of Proposals), and such other terms and conditions as PHSA may reasonably require. PHSA reserves the right in its sole discretion to negotiate changes to the Contract template and to the Rated Proponent’s Proposal.
An unsuccessful Proponent may request a debriefing. PHSA may, in its sole discretion provide such debriefing, at which time, PHSA may advise the Proponent, in a general manner, of the reason for the non-acceptance of the Proponent’s Proposal. Only that Proponent’s Proposal will be reviewed.
[bookmark: _Toc373508088][bookmark: _Toc465691493][bookmark: _Toc147396680][bookmark: _Toc242180464]Complaint Process
Proponent complaints regarding the process used to evaluate Proposals, how the evaluation criteria were applied, or the management of the Competitive Selection Process will be handled in accordance with the PHSA Vendor Complaint Process.
Information on the PHSA Vendor Complaint Process may be found at: http://www.phsa.ca/our-services/support-services/supply-chain/information-for-vendors/vendor-complaint-process. 
[bookmark: _Toc465691494][bookmark: _Toc147396681][bookmark: _Toc242180465]RFP PROCESS TERMS AND CONDITIONS
[bookmark: _Toc373508091][bookmark: _Toc465691495][bookmark: _Toc147396682][bookmark: _Toc242180466]No Obligation to Proceed
PHSA is not bound to accept any Proposal or enter into a Contract and reserves the right in its sole discretion to at any time reject all Proposals, and to terminate this RFP and the Competitive Selection Process and proceed in some other manner, including by issuing a new request for proposals.  Notwithstanding any other section of this RFP or any practice or custom of the trade or industry, PHSA, in its discretion, reserves the complete right to at any time do any or all of the following:
accept any Proposal;
reject all Proposals;
reject a Proposal which is the lowest cost Proposal even if the lowest cost Proposal conforms in all respects with this RFP;
reject a Proposal even if it is the only Proposal received by PHSA;
receive further information from any Proponent;
refuse to receive further information from any Proponent;
negotiate a Contract and other terms with any Proponent;
accept all or any part of any Proposal; and
award a Contract to whomever PHSA in its discretion deems appropriate and in the best interest of the Health Authorities.
By participating in the Competitive Selection Process as outlined in this RFP, each Proponent expressly agrees that no contract of any kind is formed under, or arises from, this RFP, and that no legal obligations will arise out of this RFP prior to the signing of the Contract. 
[bookmark: _Toc147396683][bookmark: _Toc242180467][bookmark: _Toc373508092][bookmark: _Toc465691496]Right to Disqualify for Conflict 
PHSA reserves the right to:
disqualify any Proponent that in PHSA’s opinion has a conflict of interest or an unfair advantage (including access to any confidential information not available to all Proponents), whether real, perceived, existing now or likely to arise in the future, or permit the Proponent to continue and impose such conditions as PHSA may consider to be in the public interest or otherwise required by the Health Authorities; and
reject a Proposal in whole or in part where the Proponent or its directors, officers, shareholders or any person associated with the Proponent has a claim or has initiated a claim or legal proceeding against any Health Authority with respect to any previous contracts, tenders or business transactions. 
[bookmark: _Ref355269317][bookmark: _Toc373508093][bookmark: _Toc465691497][bookmark: _Toc147396684][bookmark: _Toc242180468]Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA)
PHSA and the Health Authorities are all public bodies and all information or materials (including electronic information) supplied to PHSA or the Health Authorities by Proponents are subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, including orders and decisions made by the Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner, and other applicable legislation.  
Proponents should clearly mark in their Proposals any elements that they consider confidential.  Subject to the terms of this RFP, PHSA and the Health Authorities will treat as confidential only those elements of a Proposal that are designated by the Proponent as being confidential.  Notwithstanding any such designation of confidential elements in a Proposal, the Proponents, in submitting a Proposal, acknowledge and agree that PHSA and Health Authorities may be required to disclose the terms of the Contract, the Proposals and any other information supplied in connection with or relating to the Contract to the public in order to comply with FIPPA and existing and future orders of the Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner. In addition, Proponents, in submitting a Proposal, agree that PHSA and the Health Authorities may, at their option, proactively disclose the terms of the Contract to the public.
By submitting a Proposal, the Proponent represents and warrants to PHSA and the Health Authorities that the Proponent has complied with applicable laws, including by obtaining from each person any required consents and authorizations to the collection of information relating to such individual and to the submission of such information to PHSA and the use, distribution and disclosure of such information as part of the Proposal for the purposes of, or in connection with, this RFP and the Competitive Selection Process.
[bookmark: _Toc373508094][bookmark: _Toc465691498][bookmark: _Toc147396685][bookmark: _Toc242180469]Ownership of Proposals
All Proposals submitted to PHSA become the property of PHSA. They will be received and held by PHSA subject to the provisions of FIPPA and any orders or decisions made by the Office of the Information & Privacy Commissioner for British Columbia.
[bookmark: _Toc373508095][bookmark: _Toc465691499][bookmark: _Toc147396686][bookmark: _Toc242180470]Trade Agreements
PHSA and the Health Authorities are subject to the terms and conditions of the Canadian Free Trade Agreement and the NWPTA. 
This RFP is subject to Chapter Five of the Canadian Free Trade Agreement.  
[bookmark: _Toc373508096][bookmark: _Toc465691500][bookmark: _Toc147396687][bookmark: _Toc242180471]Confidentiality
Information pertaining to PHSA or any of the Health Authorities obtained by the Proponent, its employees and agents as a result of its participation in relation to this RFP is proprietary and confidential. The data provided in this RFP is for the sole purpose of assisting the Proponent in the preparation of a Proposal. The data must not be copied or disclosed by the Proponent except for the purpose of responding to this RFP.
[bookmark: _Hlk201590159][bookmark: _Toc242180472][bookmark: _Hlk201310889][bookmark: _Toc373508097][bookmark: _Toc465691501][bookmark: _Toc147396688]Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning Disclosure
Proponents are to complete and sign the Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning Disclosure [Appendix D]. The signed PDF should be uploaded to the Appendix D [Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning Disclosure] within the Requested Information page on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity. 
[bookmark: _Toc242180473]Samples 
PHSA may require sample Equipment, Supplies and Services for evaluation.  The samples are to be provided by the Proponent at no cost to PHSA.  Any samples not required or used are to be picked up by the Proponent at the request of PHSA.  The Proponent will make every reasonable effort to accommodate PHSA.
[bookmark: _Toc373508098][bookmark: _Toc465691502][bookmark: _Toc147396689][bookmark: _Toc242180474]Proponent’s Meeting
PHSA may require Proponents to attend a Proponent’s meeting and at its option require site visits to clarify the requirements as written in the RFP.  Proponents will be advised when the meetings and site visits will occur. 
[bookmark: _Toc465691503][bookmark: _Toc147396690][bookmark: _Toc242180475][bookmark: _Toc373508099]Site Visits 
PHSA or other representatives of the Health Authorities may conduct site visits to one or more of the customer references provided within the Proponent’s Proposal, to one or more of the Proponent’s facilities referenced in its Proposal, or to one or more of the Proponent’s facilities (including manufacturing, distribution and supply facilities) that are directly related to the work to be performed under a Contract (whether or not such facilities are referenced in its Proposal).  PHSA will work with the Proponents to select and schedule any requested visits in order to demonstrate the capabilities of the Proponent. At the request of PHSA, Proponents will be responsible for arranging tours at the customer sites served by the Proponent. The number of site tours and locations is subject to PHSA approval and discretion.
[bookmark: _Toc373508100][bookmark: _Toc465691504][bookmark: _Toc147396691][bookmark: _Toc242180476]Vendor Fair
Proponents are requested, as part of the Competitive Selection Process, to attend a vendor fair where PHSA and Health Authorities staff may review Proponents’ goods or services in a location identified by PHSA. Proponents are expected to attend the Vendor Fair prepared to address the topics outlined in Appendix J – Vendor Fair. 
[bookmark: _Toc373508101][bookmark: _Toc465691505][bookmark: _Toc147396692][bookmark: _Toc242180477]Tours of Health Authorities’ Facilities
PHSA may schedule site visits or tours at Health Authorities’ facilities, and PHSA may indicate whether it considers attendance to be important or optional. Proponents will be responsible for their costs to attend such visits or tours. Oral questions during such tours will be permitted however complex questions should be forwarded to the Contact Person prior to the tour. A maximum of two representatives from each Proponent may take part in any tour of Health Authorities’ facilities.
[bookmark: _Toc373508102][bookmark: _Toc465691506][bookmark: _Toc147396693][bookmark: _Toc242180478]Proponent’s Expenses
Proponents are solely responsible for their own costs and expenses in relation to this RFP, including preparing and submitting a Proposal, attending interviews, meetings or site tours, and negotiation, finalization and execution of any Contract.
[bookmark: _Toc373508103][bookmark: _Toc465691507][bookmark: _Toc147396694][bookmark: _Toc242180479]Liability for Errors 
PHSA and the Health Authorities, and their respective employees and agents, are not liable or accountable for any error or omission in any part of this RFP or any response to Proponent inquiries. While PHSA and the Health Authorities, and/or their employees and agents, have made efforts to ensure an accurate representation of information in this RFP, the information contained in this RFP is supplied solely as a guideline for Proponents. The information is not guaranteed or warranted to be accurate by PHSA or the Health Authorities, and/or their employees or agents, nor is it necessarily comprehensive or exhaustive. Nothing in this RFP is intended to relieve Proponents from the responsibility of conducting their own investigations and research and forming their own opinions and conclusions with respect to the matters addressed in this RFP. Proponents are responsible to ensure their Proposal meets all requirements of this RFP, to advise the Contact Person immediately of any apparent ambiguity, omission, discrepancy, contradiction, oversight or error in this RFP, and to request clarification if in doubt concerning the meaning or intent of anything in this RFP.
[bookmark: _Ref355268378][bookmark: _Toc373508104][bookmark: _Toc465691508][bookmark: _Toc147396695][bookmark: _Toc242180480]Limitation of Liability and Indemnity
1. [bookmark: _Ref355268185]PHSA and the Health Authorities will not be obligated or liable in any way whatsoever to a Proponent except where PHSA has awarded and entered into a Contract with that Proponent for the supply of the Blood analyzer equipment, Supplies and Services contemplated by this RFP, in which case that Contract will govern all such obligations and liabilities. It is a fundamental condition of this RFP, and the receipt and consideration of Proposals by PHSA, that PHSA and the Health Authorities, and their respective directors, officers, employees, consultants and agents, will not under any circumstances, including without limitation whether pursuant to contract, tort, statutory duty, law, equity, any actual or implied duty of fairness, or otherwise, be responsible or liable for any costs, expenses, claims, losses, damages or liabilities (“Claims”) incurred or suffered by any Proponent as a result of or related to any one or more of the RFP, the preparation, negotiation, acceptance or rejection of any conforming or non-conforming Proposal, the rejection of any Proponent’s Proposal, the disclosure of information contained in or concerning any Proponent’s Proposal, or the cancellation, suspension or termination of the RFP, and by submitting a Proposal each Proponent will be conclusively deemed to waive and release PHSA and the Health Authorities and their respective directors, officers, employees, contractors, consultants and agents, from and against any and all Claims.
2. PHSA and the Regional Health Authorities are subject to the provisions of the Financial Administration Act and regulations made pursuant to such Act and are prohibited from granting an indemnity without obtaining prior written approval of the Minister of Finance or the Director of Risk Management Branch. 
3. By submitting a Proposal, the Proponent agrees that it will not claim damages for any matter in respect of this RFP or Competitive Selection Process. The Proponent further agrees to and hereby waives any claim for damages for loss of profits or loss of opportunity if no Contract is made between the Health Authorities and the Proponent for any reason.  
4. [bookmark: _Ref355268154]Each Proponent will indemnify and hold harmless PHSA and the Regional Health Authorities, and their respective employees, contractors, consultants and agents, from and against any and all Claims brought against them arising out of any act or omission of the Proponent or by third parties arising out of or relating to the Proponent’s receipt of this RFP, or the preparation, submission and negotiation of any Proposal submitted by the Proponent, where such third parties:
were directly or indirectly engaged by or through the Proponent in connection with any of the foregoing; or 
suffered personal injury, bodily damage or property damage arising out of the negligent acts or omissions of the Proponent.  
Such indemnification will survive completion of the supply of Blood analyzer equipment, Supplies and Services under the Contract and the termination of the Contract.
[bookmark: _Toc373508105][bookmark: _Toc465691509][bookmark: _Toc147396696][bookmark: _Toc242180481]PHSA Acting as Representative and Agent
In issuing this RFP, PHSA may be acting on its own behalf and as representative of and agent for the Regional Health Authorities for a Proponent to enter into individual contracts with the Health Authorities for the supply of goods and services. PHSA may act on behalf of and as agent for the Regional Health Authorities in executing the Contract and exercising all rights of the Regional Health Authorities under the Contract. Where PHSA is acting as agent for another Regional Health Authority, the Regional Health Authority and not PHSA will be liable to the Supplier under the Contract, it being agreed that the Contract is between each such Regional Health Authority and the Supplier. PHSA’ liability or responsibility under the Contract will remain several and be limited in its entirety to its enactment of the provisions of the Contract as a Purchaser on its own behalf.
Each Health Authority is contracting separately directly with the Proponent for the provision of goods and services, and each Health Authority may purchase goods and services directly from the Proponent by issuing a purchase order. The liability of each Health Authority (including Provincial Heath Services Authority) will be several and not joint and several and only the Health Authority who issues a purchase order will be responsible for paying the contract price for the goods and services ordered and for compliance with the Contract. No Health Authority will be liable for any failure to pay or breach of contract by any other Health Authority.
Goods and services provided by the Proponent will be sold and supplied directly to each Health Authority. The Proponent acknowledges and agrees that Provincial Heath Services Authority may also be acting as agent for one or more of its branch societies and Vancouver Coastal Health Authority may also be acting as agent for Providence Health Care Society and when so acting as agent, such goods and services will be sold and supplied directly to such branch societies or Providence Health Care Society, as applicable.
[bookmark: _Toc373508106][bookmark: _Toc465691510][bookmark: _Toc147396697][bookmark: _Toc242180482]Financial Contribution Disclosure
[bookmark: _Hlk201310732]Proponents are to complete and sign the Statement of Disclosure (Appendix C)
The signed PDF should be uploaded to the Appendix C [Statement of Disclosure] within the Requested Information page on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity.
[bookmark: _Toc373508107][bookmark: _Toc465691511][bookmark: _Toc147396698][bookmark: _Toc242180483]No Collusion
Proponents, their employees and representatives involved with the Proposal will not discuss or communicate, directly or indirectly, with any other Proponent or any director, officer, employee, consultant, advisor, agent or representative of any other Proponent regarding the preparation, content or representation of their Proposals. 
By submitting a Proposal, a Proponent, on its own behalf and as authorized agent of each firm, corporation or individual member of the Proponent, represents and confirms to the Health Authorities, with the knowledge and intention that the Health Authorities may rely on such representation and confirmation, that its Proposal has been prepared without collusion or fraud, and in fair competition with Proposals from other Proponents.
[bookmark: _Toc373508108][bookmark: _Toc465691512][bookmark: _Toc147396699][bookmark: _Toc242180484]Lobbying
Proponents and their respective directors, officers, employees, consultants, agents, advisors and representatives will not outside of their Proposal, directly or indirectly lobby or advocate in favour of its Proposal, or against the Proposal of another Proponent in relation to this RFP, or the Competitive Selection Process, including for the purpose of influencing the outcome of the Competitive Selection Process. Further, no such person (other than as expressly contemplated by this RFP) will attempt to communicate in relation to this RFP, or the Competitive Selection Process, directly or indirectly, with any representative of the Health Authorities, the Government of British Columbia (including any Minister or Deputy Minister, any member of the Executive Council, any Members of the Legislative Assembly, or any employee of the Ministry of Health), or any director, officer, employee, agent, advisor, consultant or representative of any of the foregoing, as applicable, for any purpose whatsoever.
If any such lobbying or advocating has occurred, the Proponent must promptly report the matter to the Contact Person.  If there is any lobbying or communication or a failure to report in contravention of this Section, PHSA, in its discretion, may at any time, but will not be required to, reject any and all Proposals submitted by that Proponent without further consideration.
[bookmark: _Toc373508109][bookmark: _Toc465691513][bookmark: _Toc147396700][bookmark: _Toc242180485]Electronic Communication
Proponents should not communicate with the Contact Person by fax. The Contact Person will not respond to any communications sent by fax.
The following provisions will apply to any communications in Euna Procurement (Bonfire), or the delivery of documents to the Contact Person by email where such email communications or deliveries are permitted by the terms of this RFP:
PHSA and the Health Authorities do not assume any risk or responsibility or liability whatsoever to any Proponent:
for ensuring that the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) system being operated for the Health Authorities or PHSA is in good working order, able to receive transmissions, or not engaged in receiving other transmissions such that a Proponent’s transmission cannot be received; or
if a permitted Euna Procurement (Bonfire) communication or delivery is not received by the Health Authorities or PHSA, or received in less than its entirety, within any time limit specified by this RFP; and
all permitted email communications with, or delivery of documents by email to, the Contact Person will be deemed as having been received by the Contact Person on the dates and times indicated on the Contact Person’s electronic equipment.
[bookmark: _Toc373508110][bookmark: _Toc465691514][bookmark: _Toc147396701][bookmark: _Toc242180486]Working Language
The working language of PHSA and the Health Authorities is English. Proposals should be in English. Any portion of a Proposal not in English may not be evaluated.
[bookmark: _Toc373508111][bookmark: _Toc465691515][bookmark: _Toc147396702][bookmark: _Toc242180487]Governing Laws
This RFP will be governed exclusively by and construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of British Columbia. The Proponent agrees to attorn to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of the Province of British Columbia in the event of any dispute concerning this RFP or any matters arising out of this RFP.
[bookmark: _Toc373508112][bookmark: _Toc465691516][bookmark: _Toc147396703][bookmark: _Toc242180488]Appendices
All appendices to this RFP are deemed to be incorporated herein and form part of this RFP.
[bookmark: _Toc147396704][bookmark: _Toc242180489]Interpretation
In this RFP:
The insertions of headings in this RFP are for convenience only and will not affect the interpretation or construction thereof;
words importing the singular number include the plural and vice versa and words importing the neuter gender include the masculine and feminine genders; 
the words “include”, “includes” and “including” are to be construed as meaning “include without limitation”, “includes without limitation” and “including without limitation”, respectively; and
references to any Section or Appendix will, unless the context otherwise requires, mean that Section or Appendix of this RFP.
[bookmark: _Toc373508114][bookmark: _Toc465691518][bookmark: _Toc147396705][bookmark: _Toc242180490]Time is of the Essence
Time is of the essence in this RFP.
[bookmark: _Toc465691520][bookmark: _Toc147396707][bookmark: _Toc242180491]DEFINITIONS
In this RFP, unless the context otherwise requires, the following terms have the meanings indicated below:
“Addendum” means an addendum to the RFP issued by the Contact Person as described in Section 3.8.
“PHSA” means the Provincial Health Services Authority, a society continued under the Societies Act (British Columbia)
“Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity” means the electronic access for registration, questions & inquiries and Proposal submission, at https://phsa.bonfirehub.ca/opportunities/111968 
“Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Portal” means the portal on the website maintained by Euna Procurement (Bonfire).
“Business Day” means a day other than a Saturday, Sunday or statutory holiday in British Columbia.
“Claims” has the meaning given to it in Section 5.15.
“RFP Closing Time & Date” means the date and time identified as such on the first page of this RFP, as may be amended from time to time in accordance with the terms of the RFP.
“Competitive Selection Process” means the overall process for the selection of a Rated Proponent under this RFP.
“Contact Person” means the person identified as such on the first page of this RFP.
“Contract” means a written agreement resulting from this RFP executed by the Health Authorities, through their agent PHSA, and the Supplier, the preferred form of which is attached to this RFP as Appendix A [Draft Contract].
“Evaluation Committee” means an individual or group of subject matter expert(s) designated by the Health Authorities and PHSA, and may include PHSA and Health Authority staff members.
“Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act” and “FIPPA” has the meaning set out in Section 5.3;
“Health Authority” means Provincial Health Services Authority; 
“Mandatory Requirements” means the Proposal requirements described in Section 4.1.
“NWPTA” has the meaning given to it in Section 1.5.
“NWPTA Facilities” has the meaning given to it in Section 1.5.
“Other Facilities” has the meaning given to it in Section 1.6.
“Proponent” or “Proponents” means an entity that submits a Proposal in response to this RFP and, as the context may require, a potential Proponent.
“Proposal” or “Proposals” means all of the documentation and information submitted by a Proponent in response to the RFP.
“Rated Proponent” means the Proponent selected pursuant to this RFP to enter into negotiations with PHSA for a Contract;
Regional Health Authorities” means Regional Health Boards as defined under Health Authorities Act and collectively includes Fraser Health Authority, Interior Health Authority, Northern Health Authority, Vancouver Coastal Health Authority and Vancouver Island Health Authority where each entity individually functions as a “Health Authority”. “Request for Proposal” or “RFP” means this request for proposals, including any addenda.
“Requested Information” means the specific documents, responses, data or other materials that the Proponent must provide in accordance with the requirements outlined in this RFP. When referenced in this document, “Requested Information” means the items detailed on the Requested Information page located at https://phsa.bonfirehub.ca/opportunities/111968   
 “Submission Location” means the location identified as such on the first page of this RFP.
“Supplier” means the entity or individual that enters into the Contract to the supply the Blood analyzer equipment, Supplies and Services to the Health Authorities.
“Total Cost” has the meaning given to it in Section 4.2(e).
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Proponents must download the required forms and letters from the list provided on the Requested Information page on the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Opportunity. After reviewing, signing, and dating the documents, Proponents must upload the completed forms to the Euna Procurement (Bonfire) Portal.

APPENDIX A DRAFT CONTRACT
APPENDIX B ACCEPTANCE OF RFP TERMS AND CONDITIONS
APPENDIX C STATEMENT OF DISCLOSURE AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST DECLARATION
APPENDIX D ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE & MACHINE LEARNING DISCLOSURE
APPENDIX E WORKSAFE BC CLEARANCE LETTER AND QUESTIONNAIRE 
APPENDIX F INSURANCE CERTIFICATE
APPENDIX G LIST OF PARTICIPATING HEALTH AUTHORITY FACILITIES
APPENDIX H SPECIFICATIONS
APPENDIX I PRICING
APPENDIX J VENDOR FAIR
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