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DISTRIBUTION TRANSFORMERS












Please note that this is not a solicitation or a prequalification for any future solicitation.  It is a means for SMUD to gather pertinent market and supplier information.  Responding to this request is also not a requirement for future business with SMUD.
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SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS
All responses to this Request for Information (RFI) must be received no later than the date and time specified in Power Advocate’s Supply Chain Intelligence Platform (“SCIP”). If your company is unfamiliar with this platform, please reference the ‘PowerAdvocate_Website_Instructions.pdf’ and related documents on the ‘RFx’ tab. For vendors accessing this RFI via PlanetBids, your submission must be uploaded to SCIP to ensure timely review of responses. If necessary, please send questions regarding SCIP account usage to SMUD’s supply chain contact.  
This RFI Word document contains fill-in fields.  Please provide responses to all items in the blocks (fill-in fields) following each item.  The fill-in forms will expand to accommodate your answer if needed.  Pictures, charts, and graphs may not be inserted into the fill-in fields.  They may be submitted as separate documents if necessary.


INTRODUCTION
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (“SMUD”) is seeking information from suppliers on their processes, capabilities, and approaches to manufacturing and providing Distribution Transformers. SMUD hopes to gather information from, build relationships with, and potentially enter into agreements with suppliers such that it can increase the resiliency of its electric grid in the face of severe weather events. The questions below will help SMUD understand the existing processes, capabilities, and constraints of Distribution Transformer manufacturers and suppliers.
As part of our ongoing commitment to enhancing the reliability and efficiency of our electric distribution network, SMUD is seeking detailed information from qualified suppliers regarding an upcoming procurement opportunity for distribution transformers. 
SMUD is dedicated to providing superior service to our customers and ensuring the resilience of our electrical infrastructure. In line with this mission, we invite your organization to participate in this RFI process to share your capabilities, technical specifications, and innovative solutions for distribution transformers.
This RFI aims to gather comprehensive data to help us identify potential suppliers who can meet our stringent requirements for quality, performance, and sustainability. We value your expertise in the industry and look forward to understanding how your products can support our goals.
Please provide detailed responses to the enclosed questions by the due date identified in this RFI. Your input is crucial in helping us make informed decisions for our upcoming procurement of distribution transformers. 

RFI SCHEDULE
	[bookmark: _Hlk169251792]Item
	Deadline

	[bookmark: _Hlk169014296]RFI Issued
	09/21/2026 at 5:00pm PST

	RFI Responses Due
	9/30/2026 at 5:00pm PST


SMUD reserves the right to change this schedule at any time and will attempt to provide notice to all Contractors of any such change. 

CONTACT INFORMATION
For additional information, please submit questions via the Messaging Tab of the PowerAdvocate platform. For questions or clarifications about the RFP process, please reach out to SMUD’s supply chain contact:
Email: Will.seivwright@smud.org
Mobile: (802) 793-9909

RFI QUESTIONS
Please respond to the following questions. 

1) Which North American electric utilities do you currently supply distribution transformers to? Please provide 2 references for a SOW of comparable or greater size.
	Response:

	     



2) Do you have capacity to take on new customers? From which date would production be available to SMUD?
	Response:

	     



3) Please use the table below to indicate the annual production capacity you could make available to SMUD by product line for 2027. If your company has production capacity for the specified product line, please input the expected lead time for that specification. If there is a range for the different unit specifications, please input a range. Input “N/A” if your company does not have 2027 production capacity for the relevant product line. Please use the text box below for additional details, if necessary. 
	Product line
	KVA
	Estimated ‘27 
Volume (units)
	Proposer Input; Timeline ARO (wks)

	Overhead 1PH - 12kV
	15-167
	1,000-1,500
	

	Overhead 1PH - 12/6.93kV
	25-75
	50-100
	

	Overhead 1PH - 4.16/12kV
	25-75
	10-50
	

	Pad-Mount 1Ph - 12 kV
	20-167
	100-500
	

	Pad-Mount 1Ph - 21 kV
	50-75
	10-50
	

	Pad-Mount 1Ph - 12/6.93 kV
	50-167
	500-1,000
	

	Pad-Mount 3Ph - 12 kV
	45-500
	100-500
	

	Pad-Mount 3Ph - 12 kV
	1,000-2,500
	50-100
	

	Pad-Mount 3Ph - 21 kV
	45-500
	50-100
	

	Pad-Mount 3Ph - 21 kV
	1,000-1,500
	10-50
	



	Response:

	     




4) Does your company impose a minimum order quantity (MOQ) for any of the unit categories listed above? If so, for which units? Please indicate the MOQ by unit, if applicable. 
	Response:

	     




5) Which location(s) would be used to manufacture distribution transformers for SMUD? Please indicate the locations that are relevant for the available specifications per Question 3. 
	Response:

	     




6) Is your organization making investments to increase manufacturing capacity over the next 5 years? If so, at which facilities? What is the relative size of that investment, and how is new capacity made available to customers? 
	Response:

	     




7) Are any of the critical subcomponents in your transformers (core steel, windings, bushings, fuses) manufactured in China? Is there Chinese assembly within your final product supply chain? If yes, please indicate which subcomponents are impacted.
	Response:

	     




8) Please indicate if your company will provide services to SMUD via a third-party distributor or manufacturer’s representative. If applicable, provide details on how SMUD would secure supply for your company’s units. Indicate “N/A” if no such third party is used.
	Response:

	     







PROPOSER INFORMATION

	Company:	     

	Street Address:	     

	City:	     	State:	     	Zip:	     

	Signed:	

	Print Name:	     

	Title:	     

	Telephone:	     	Fax:	     

	Email:	     	Date:	     
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